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CLUB NEWS AND ACTIVITIES

EQUIPMENT:

STRATFORD ASTRONOMY CLUB EQUIPMENT

CLUB EQUIPMENT LOCATION:


Equipment.docx
mailto:1948paul.bartlett@gmail.com

NEXT MEETING DATES

Bookings
Status: Approved

Total hours: 20
Status  Date Start End  Facility and spaces

Approved—rae—MarB7—2028——7-B0pr——0:00pm— StMlichae-CS-n-Classroem——Reom—104—
T 17 - r-l"lll u.uu....!||| =

Approved |Tue, May 02, 2023 | 7:00pm | 9:00pm |St. Michael CSS in Classroom 2 - Room 104

Approved |Tue, Jun 06, 2023 | 7:00pm | 9:00pm |St. Michael CSS in Classroom 2 - Room 104




CLUB NEWS AND ACTIVITIES

EQUIPMENT:

STRATFORD ASTRONOMY CLUB EQUIPMENT

Tim Pauli - Owner/Administrator
Ken Roberts - technical contact
Tom Kimber - Administrator/Editor
Doug Fyfe - Administrator

Michael Burns- Administrator

Tom will build it on WordPress.


Equipment.docx

CLUBQ & A

Tim and next Museum presentation

Let’s open this up for any Questions and Answers. This can include
events that you are aware of . -



LATEST ASTRONOMY NEWS

MARCH-APRIL
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MARCH 20™: NASA'S
INGENUITY HELICOPTER
SEES A BEAUTIFUL SUNSET
ON MARS "

Ingenuity, the helicopter that launched with
the Perseverance rover.and has now been on
Mars for almost two years, has completed over
45 flights at the time of writing. Some of those
flights have even been captured by
Perseverance, which occasionally also catches
glimpses of its airborne companion on the
ground awaiting its next go-around. -

On February 22, 2023, the day of its 45th flight,
Ingenuity captured an image of the sun as it o
approached a dune on the Martian horizon. It
used its high-resolution color camera, in which
the sun appears almost white, as it would in
space. An artifact of the image-capturing
process makes it look like actual sunbeams are
falling onto the dune's surface.
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GAIA: BLACK HOLES










April 2023 May >:

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Saturday

Wa

ing gibbous Waxing gibbous Full moon Full moon
1 t 1 Visible: 100% 1 Visible: 100%
Age: 15.05 days /

Waning gibbous Waning gibbous ning gibbous Last quarter Last quarter
) 2 Visible: 49% |
Age: 22.28 days

20

New & Waxing crescent
Visible: 1% ¢t
Age: 0.34 days

27

J
Waxing crescent  First quarte First quarter

Visible: 47% 1
Age: 7.03 days

Waxing gibbous




APRIL 11 - MERCURY AT ITS
EVENING PEAK

April is going to be a great month for planetary viewing options,
starting off with the smallest and closest to the sun. Since Mercury
is so close to the sun, we can only observe it when it reaches its
“highest” aka visually furthest from the sun. This occurs cyclically as
part of Mercury’s 88-day orbit; sometimes Mercury reaches its
“peak” in the morning, then in the evening.

In any case, on April 28th, you'll be able to see Mercury about 17°
above the western horizon just after sunset. This is a great
opportunity to head out and try to spot the smallest planet. This is
when Mercury reaches greatest eastern elongation of 19.5 degrees
from the Sun.






Hybrid Solar Eclipse of 2023 Apr 20

Geocentric Conjunction = 03:55:26.5 UT
Greatest Tclipse — 0d; 16:37.5 UT
Echpse Magnitude = 1.0132

Sun at Greatest Fclipse
(Geocentric Coordinates)

EoA = 01h51m01.7s
Dec. = +11724'5
D = 00°1555.4

HEP = 0070008.8

Pl=0134158UT

P2=03:53:12.4 U1

Eph. = Newcomb/ILE
AT= 802=
kL = 0.2724880
k2 = 02722810
Ah= 00" Al= D09

Saros Senes = 129

Wember = 52 of 80

nces at Greatest Eelipse

Lat, = 09935.4'S
Long. = 125°48 4'E
Path Width = 49.0 km

Sun Alt, = 66,77
Sun Azm, = 334.0°
Duration = 0lml6.1s

1D = 2460054 663502
LD, = 2450054678212
Cramma = -0.3951

Moon at Greatest Eclipse
(Geocentric Coordinates)
RA =01h51md3.1s
Dec. = +11704'16.9"
2D, = 0155367
HEP. = (°551599"

Tl = (2:36:36.2 UT
U2 = 02:37:03.0 0T
3 =03 A UT
T4 = (15:56:35.2 UT

. ic Librati
(Chptical + Physical)

1= 447°
b= 0.46°
¢ =-19.05°

Brown Lun, No. = 1241
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APRIL 23 - CLOSE APPROACH OF
THE MOON & VENUS

April 23rd is also a good night to spot the planet Venus, if you’re out
looking for Lyrids. On this night, the Moon and Venus will make a
close visual approach, appearing just 1°17’ apart. This is quite close
— but not close enough to be visible in a single telescope view or
binoculars; you will be easily able to spot the tiny waxing crescent
Moon and bright Venus and hop between them if you do have
equipment set up.



April 2023 Evenings
Looking West

Pollux  Castor
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